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[IIFESTYLlflTHEATRE
> TV — ARTS—

ENTERTAINMENT

�■'

By KEN HEALEY

Stylethe
youngsters

love
�FLYINGSAUCERY'by

Motia.Brand:Alpha Theatre
at. the Wesley Centre,Satur

daysand Sundaysat 2pm,
June12 to July4.

Directed

by
Betty.Bohme'r.

Alpha,.appears,to have
revived,

and to makethe rea
sonablepromiseof two shows

currentoffering,Alphais, one
mightsay,betathanever.

Unfortunately

for my pun,the
humourof Mona Brand'sun
ashamedlyold-fashionedplay is
more visualand

situational
than

verbal.A pairof
villains

com
plicate.an otherwiseamicable

landingof a
spaceship

froma
planetof gold.The UFO has

comedown,
together

withits pilot
(MalcolmMiller),on the proper

ty of. a
struggling

farmfamily
(Michael McCarthyand Adelle
Wolf parentingBen Grieveand
Sally Barnett).

BettyBohmer's
production

is
aimedsquarely

at the four-to
eight-year-old

group which will
makeup t he

majority

of
Alpha's

audience.G'erd
Rehwinkle's

set is
colourfuland bold,whileAnnette

Leon'scostumesshowflair.I par
ticularlylikedthreefarm animals

who joinedin for the
occasional

chorus.Anne Drummondpro
vided superiorpiano accompani

ment for Rob
McDoriagh's

pre
dictablesongs.

It is probablyin
performance

stylethat this show succeeds

most.Its
moralising,

its search

and chase,its funnybadmanin
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drag (Gert
Rehwinkle),

are all
frankly patronising (matron
ising?)to the

littles,
who nonethe

lesslapit up.

The kiddies'fare on
television

whichso annoysexperts triesto
do thissortof thingfairly often.

I canfindno harmin it.On the
contrary,

doneas wellas this,it

clearlygivesthe
children

a pleas

urableexperience
of live theatre.

SallyBarnettas Julieradiates

good
spirits,

Ben Grieveis the
very type of the clean-cut

brother,Fay Butcheris every
kid's caricatureof the eccentric

olderlady,and Malcolm Milleris
a

thoroughlybenignalien.Should

one qualifyone'spraiseby point
ing'outthatthe parentsand the
baddies are hopelessly
oversimplified

in the processof
concocting

sucha pieceof escap

ismas this?I shallnotdo so,but
unreservedlyrecommendthe
showto the

parents
of

infants
and

even primaryschoolchildren.


